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Pope who maintained the loftiest Churchmanship had
eventually gained the superiority, the Imperialising
Popes had sunk into impotence, obscurity, ignominy.

The Crusades had made the Pope not merely the
spiritual, but in some sort the military suzerain of
Europe ; he had the power of summoning all Christen-
dom to his banner; the raising the cross, the standard
of the Pope, was throughout Europe a general and com-
pulsory levy, the herr-ban of all who bore arms, of all
who could follow an army. That which was a noble
act of devotion had become a duty: not to assume the
cross was sin and impiety. The Crusades thus became
a kind of forlorn hope upon which all the more dangerous
and refractory of the temporal sovereigns might be em-
ployed, so as to waste their strength, if not lose their
lives, by the accidents of the journey or by the sword
of the Mohammedan. If they resisted, the fearful
excommunication hung over them, and was ratified by
the fears and by the wavering allegiance of their sub-
iects. If they obeyed and returned, as most of them
3 id, with shame and defeat, they returned shorn of their
~>ower, lowered in the public estimation, and perhaps
till pursued, on account of their ill success, with the
inexorable interdict. It was thus by trammelling their
adversaries with vows which they could not decline, and
from which they could not extricate themselves; by
thus consuming their wealth and resources on, this wild
and remote warfare, that the Popes, who themselves
decently eluded, or were prevented by age or alleged
occupations from embarkation in these adventurous ex-
peditions, broke and wasted away the power and influ-
ence of the Emperors. Conrad the first Hohenstaufcn
had betrayed prudent reluctance to march away from
distracted Germany to the Holy Land* St. Bernard